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*Br RONALD J. OSTROUi 0) 

?<C> 1975» The Los Angeles Tines! 

NASHINGTON - For Courtney Evans) the FBI’s liaison with forher 
Atty. Gen. Rosert F. Kennedy* anxiety over the fate of the 19G3 

CIVIL RIGHTS DILL HAS **THE FRINCIPAL HOTIVE” DEHIHD KeNNEDY’s 

AUTHORIZATION FOR HIRETAFFING Dr. NaRTIN LuTHER KiNG Jr. 

\ 

For Nicholas DeB. Katzendach* Kennedy’s successor at the 
Defartnent of Justice* the taffing has a *‘sof” to then FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover* hho on Kennedy’s orders had kithdrahn fron 
circulation a highly critical and accusatory FBI heno adout King. 

For Stanley D. Levison* a lohgtine associate of King and the nan 
Hoover clained has a Conhunist influence on the civil rights 

LEADER* THE REASON HAS THE KeHNEDY ADNINISTRATIOH’s HERVOUSNESS 
RESULTING FROH THE RAZOR-THIN KARGIN DY HHICH JoHN F. KENNEDY NON 

THE Presidency. 

The notives that lay behind Kennedy’s Oct. 10* 19S3* authorization 

FOR HIRETAFFIHG KiNG KAY NEVER BE FULLY RECOLVED. BUT HHILE THE 
NOTIVATION CANNOT BE NAILED DOHN DEFINITIVELY* INTERVIEHS HITH 

FORHER Kennedy aonihistration officials and the partial records 
MADE PUBLIC BY THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE CoKKITTEE’s STUDY OF THE FBI 

AND King alloh certain conclusions to be drahn. 

\ 

They are that Robert Kennedy thought he had national 

k> V T V MK IT T Uf; t A rft© THAT Kiun nr ^ 



Inet aee th«t Robert Rerredt thought he hro rrtiorbl 

SECURITY GROURBS FOR RIRETRFRIRG Rihg. R BRSIS FOR THRT RIRD OF ' 
IHVESTIGRTIOR 12 TERRS RGO. !r THE FRE-RrtERGRTE DATS HHER THE FBI’ 
SURRRRY OF FACTS HRS RCCEFTEO RITH LITTLE OUESTIOR, ReRREOT DIB ROT 
ftTTEMPT TO CHECK THE HLLEGftTJOKS ft&ftlNST KiNS's 
KS50C1HTE5 BT KOBE COHVENTIOHHL MEftMS. 

FoRTHERHORE, the COHCUOSXOH is IHESCRRRBLE THRT POL2TICRL CONCERHS, 
^RRTXCULRRty THE FEBR THRT DRHRGIHG DISCLOSURES RBOUT ICiHG COULD 
SCUT^E THE ftDHlH2STRRT10H»S CIVIL RIGHTS BILL, RLSO CONTRIBUTED 
TO Robert Kennedy's decision to trrKing. • 

On Crritol Hill, the Senrte cohhittee's exrhinrtion of the FBI's 
extensive electronic NONITORIHG OF KiNG HRS BROUGHT TO LIGHT 

BIGNIFICRHT HEN IHFORHRTION RBOUT THE SURVEILLRNCE. 

There rre these key items: 

* t, 

* • 

-Irg FBI rfprrcrtlt useo the rorbirg of Rehreot's 

RUtroriertibrs for tars or Rirg’s Sobtrerr Christirr Lerbershif 

CORFERERC, OFFICES IR ReR BoRK ARB (tlLARTR RRB MIS BtLRRTR RORE 
RS THE BASES FOR FIVE OTHER TARS - THREE OF THEH OR HOTEL OR HOTEL 

boohs rhere Rihg has stbtirg. The ruthoriiatioh, rrerareo 

YOR CeRREBT’s SIGRATURE at the FBI, RERRiYteB the BUREAU TO «RLACE 

b.techrical surveillahce »r Cir, at his currert abbres. or at ary 

FUTURE RBBRESS TO HHICH HE HRY HOVE." 

-Besrite Ferheoy’s irstrucyior that the tars hers to be ihstalleo ■ 
OH R TRIRL BRSIS RND REEVRLORTEO IN 3« DRYS, THERE 



OM ft TRIftL BASIS AND REEVALUATED IN 30 DAYS* THERE ^ 

IS NO INDICATION THAT THE REEVAtUATlON NAS CONOOCTEO. INSTEAD* THE 
tars here left running. 

“LevISON* NHOSE ‘‘COHHUNIST INFLUENCE* » NAS AT THE HEART OF THE 
FBI's STATED REASON FOR NANTING TO TAR KlNG* NAS FOUND BY THE 

VORK OFFICE TO BE ‘*NOT NON UNDER CP (COHHUNIST PaRTY) ’ 
OISCIRLINE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS FIELD." KoOVER DID NOT RELAY THIS 

inforhation to Evans or Kennedy. 

The^rirh ansner on nhat hotivrted Kennedy's decision to authorize 
the niretarring arrears to have been rlaced beyond reach nith Robert 
Kennedy's assassination. The Los Angeles Tines 

interviened Kennedy's six closest associates in the Justice Derarthent 

NT THE TINE OF THE NIRETARRING* RERSONS NITH NHON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
night NELL HAVE DISCUSSED THE DECISION* AND NONE RECALLED KENNEDY 's 
DISCUSSING THS THORNY BUESTXON IN ADVANCE. 

But the Senate conhittee's investigation into King and the FBI* 

NS NELL AS RECOLLECTIONS OF SONE OF KeNNEDY's JUSTICE BeRARTNENT 
COLLEAGUES* DOES ALLON NORE OF THE KiNG NIRETARRinG RU22LE TO BE 
ASSEHBLED THAN NAS ROSSIBLE EARLIER. 

.Kennedy's decision should be viened in the Cold Uar context of 

1SS3* HKEN THE NATION'S NERVES HERE RUT FURTHER ON EDGE BY THE CIVIL 
V^XGMTS M0VEHEN7*5 FXGHT FOR BLACK ERURLITY. 

On June 19, 1963* President Kennedy sent Congress his 1963 

CIVIL R IGHTS HESSAGE* NHICH RRjOROSED ELIMI NATIN G DISCRIMINATION 



,0m June 19» 1963 $ President Kennedy sent Conbress his 1963 

CIVIL RIBHTS HESSRGE* HNICH RROROSED ELIHINRTIN6 DISCRIHINRTION 
IN VOTINGS SCHOOLS* EHRLOYHENT RND RUDLIC ftCCOHHODRTIONS. ThE MESSAGE 
NAS SUBMITTED AGAINST A BACKDRDR OR MOUNTING RACIAL VIOLENCE IN 

THE South. 

8y TH»fr*TIME» ACCORDING TO KaTZENBACHs HHO NAS THEN DEROTY ATTORNEY- 

GENERAL* King had “emerbed as the most influential civil rights 

LEADER IN THIS COUNTRY." 

"The« is no doubt that the Kennedy administration - both the 
President and the attorney general - symrathiied with and surrorted 
Dr. King’s draxatic efforts to demonstrate the extent of discrimination 

IN THIS COUNTRY AND TO RIGHT THOSE WRONGS*" KaTZENBACH SAID. 

•f 

Unknown to the rublic* howeer* Robert Kennedy nas receiving a 
STRe'aX of memoranda from the FBI WARNING THAT KiNG HAS EXROSED TO 
: Communist influence. ' 

<«0RE TO COKE) 

BB KG Sent Dec. 20 
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XXX CoHMUNlST IMFLUENCE. 

Ednin 0. Guthmah* them Kehmeoy’s Special assxstaht for 

RURL2C ZNFORRATlONi RECALLED THAT THE FBI's MAIN ALLEGATION 
MAS THAT King had contact NITH a HAN HHO NAS A SECRET MENDER 
OF THE NATIOHAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PaRTY» U.S.fl. 

Blthough he has deem idehtifed only as Hr. X or Hr. B 







DURING .THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE HEARINGS* THE INDIVIDUAL 
HAS LeVISON* UNO DENIES EVER DE1N6 A COMMUNIST. 

Th(_FBI also exfresseo concern to Kennedy adout Jack O'Dell* 

A Southern Christian Leadershif Conference staff mender* 

CONTENDING HE HAD COMMUNIST CONNECTIONS. 

These accusations nere <*less serious" than those against Levison* 

ACCORDING TO FORMER JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS NHO SAN OR HEARD 
THEM. 

King had hritten O’Dell in iSS3 that an investigation dy the SCLC 

HAD UNCOVERED NO CONNECTIONS ON HIS PART HITH THE 

Communist Party. 

O'Dell could not de reached dy the Times for comment. 

Burke Harshall* hho headed the Justice Department's civil rights 

• 9 

0 

DIVISION UNDER KENNEDY* SAID THE INFORMATION THE FBI GAVE HIM ON 
THE TNO MEN <HaRSHALL NON't USE THEIR NAMES DECAUSE ME NON DISTRUSTS 
THE FBI information) HAS "vERY SPECIFIC* NOT VAGUE OR GENERAL." 

**I MOULD NOT HAVE PAID VERY MUCH ATTENTION TO VAGUE ACCUSATIONS OF 

Karxist leanings or something like that*" said Harshall* non 
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“I MOULD MOT HAVE PftIO VERY MUCH ATTEMTIOH TO VAGUE ACCUSATIONS OF 
SarXXST leanings OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT»” SAID KaRSNALL> NON 
DEFUTY DEAN OF THE VaLE LAM SCHOOL. 

Guthhan* non national editor OF The Times# said the FBI 

STRESSED THE SENSITIVITY OF ITS INFORMATION ON LeVISON. 

* ‘Hoover claimed that if it decrme knomn that they knem 

AN- INDIVIDUAL NAS A SECRET MENDER <OF THE COMMUNIST PrRTy) IT MOULD 
EXPOSE A SEKRET SOURCE (OF THE FBI)#'» GUTHMAN SAID. 

_The ^I's sensitivity CONTINUES today. TESTIFYING LAST MONTH 



DEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE# JaMES B. BdAMS# ASSISTANT TO 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE FBI# SAID HE COULD NOT DISCUSS IN OPEN SESSION 

THE DASIS FOR INVESTIGATING JCiNG. 

“Ky hands are tied in discussing that#’* Bdams said# “somehhat 



ON THE DASIS THAT THERE IS CERTAIN INFORMATION MHICH TODAY# FROM AN 
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ONGOING OPERATION# IS SENSITIVE. " 

* 

LeISON# in an INTERVIEM# SAID HE DELIEED ALLEGATIONS THAT 
ME HAD SECRET COMMUHIST PaRTY AFFILIATIONS MERE MADE TO THE 



FBI DY A FORMER DU5INE5S ASSOCIATE MHO# LeVISON CONTENDED# MAS TRYING 



TO CLEAR HIMSELF HITH THE FBI IN THE 1950s. 

LeISON said the FORMER ASSOCIATE HAS “CLINICALLY 5ICK#“ AND 
THAT HE THUS DID NOT MAMT TO REKINDLE THE MAN's ANTAGONISM DY 



IDENTIFYING HIM. LeVISON HIMSELF HAS SUFFERED A HEART ATTACK AND 

ALSO IS ILL MITH CANCER AND DIADETES. 

, « 

The FBI's concerns over King's associates mas raised 



The Ffll*5 concerns over King's rssocirtes nrs raised 
nith King »y Burke Marshall in a June or July* 1963> conversation 

ABOUT THE TIME OR PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S CIVIL RIGHTS HESSAGEf HaRSHALL 

aecalled in an intervien. This nas the latest in a series or such 

CONVERSATIONS NITH KlNG OR HIS AIDES# HaRSHALL SAID. 

President Kennedy and Btty. Gen. Kennedy also had a similar 
®*®^ y5si0N NITH King# urging him to **take seriously'' the 
harning conveyed by Marshall. 

King's family lauyer* Harry- Hacntel# said King folloned the Kennedys' 
recommendations. O'Bell has discharged by the SCLC and the close 

RELATIONSHIF nith LeVISON NAS SEVERED# AT LEAST FOR A NHILE. 

Author Victor S. Havasky in his 1971 book# ‘‘Kennedy Justice#" 
fublished a July 3# 1963# letter that King sent to O'Dell. King 

WROTE THAT A THOROUGH INBUIRY INTO CHARGES THAT O'DeLL HAD COMMUNIST 
^^^^^-^'^TIONS had turned UR NO SUCH ‘‘PRESENT CONNECTIONS." BUT KiNG 
ADDED THAT SCLC's ADNINISTRATI VE COMMITTEE HAD DECIDED TO ASK 
O'Dell to make his temrorary resignation rermanent. 

‘‘. . .Any allusion to the left brings forth ah emotional 
aesronse nhich mould seem to indicate that SCLC and the Southern 
Freedom Movement are Communist-insrired. In these critical tines he 
cannot afford to risk any SUCN IMRRESSIONS#" KiMG MROTE. 

Levison recalled the break nith King came earlier than the civil 

RIGHTS MESSAGE - AND CONTENDED THAT IT HAS AT HIS ONN BEHEST. . 

Their close ties here broken ‘‘from rrobably late 1962 through 1963#" 
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• RIGHTS HS55A6E ** AMD CONTENDED THAT IT NAS AT HIE OHH DEHEST. 

Their close ties here rrokeh **froh rrorarly late 19€2 through 1953* ” 
Levison said. 

Levison said the governhent had failed to frovide King hzth 
any evidence that he has a COHHUNlSTt AND THAT KlHG THUS REFUSED TO 
FROHl'inE HE NOULD END THEIR RELATIONSHI f'. ' ' 

Levison said he cited to King the thin hargin dy hhich John Kennedy 

NON ELECTION AND TOLD KiNG! DONT THINK IT*S SUCH A DREADFUL 

THING IF HE SEFARATE» " HE SAID HE TOLD KlNG. **He HAS HARD TO 
FERSUADE* RUT HE FINALLY AGREED." 

During the next id honths* hohever*’ Levison said he and King here 

IN TOUCH ADOUT HATTERS THAT HAD'REEN FENDING NHSN THEY KENT THEIR 
SEFARATE NATS. 

On ONE SUCH OCCASION* HE SAID* HE TOLD' KiNG THAT THEY HERE 
^^DRIFTZNG TOGETHER." LEISON SAID KiNG THEN TOLD HIM HE HAD DECIDED 
THEY MOULD RENEH THEIR RELATIONSHIF **IN THE OFEN" DECAUSE THE 
GOVERNMENT HAD FRODUCED NO EVIDENCE OF LeVISON’s ALLEGED LINK HllU 
C0HNUNI5H. 

KeANt'zHE* around the time of THE 1903 CIVIL RIGHTS HESSAGE* 

THE FBI CONTINUED TO SEND OoDERT KENNEDY HORD THAT KiNG AND LeVISON 

' # 

HERE STILL IN CONTACT HITH ONE ANOTHER. 

In a July 10* 1903* hehoranduh that Evans sent an FBI suferior* 

HE TOLD of a CONVERSATION HE NAD NITN KENNEDY IN NHICH THE ATTORNEY 
acMva A»AitT tuv MCCVbiitTV nr YM aM 
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In ft July 15» 19S3» HEMOftftftDUH THftt Evans sent an FBI suaeaioa* 

HE TOLD OF ft CONVEItSftTlON HE HAD NITH KENNEDY IN NHICH THE ATTOANEY 
GENERAL ASKED ADOOT THE POSSIBILITY OF NIRETAPPING KlNG AND» IN AN 
APPARENT REFERENCE TO lEVlSONf THE ALLEGED SOURCE OF COHHUNIST 
INFLUENCE. 

• Evans* testifying before the Senate conkittee* said he told Kennedy 
THAT King traveled a great deal and that he * ^doubted for that 

REASim* NHETHER EFFECTIVE SURVEILLANCE OF HIS HOME OR OFFICE NOULD 
BE VERY PRODUCTIVE." 

<»0R£ TO COKE) 

Bfi KG Sent Dec. 20 . 
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XXX VE»y Plt{>DUCTIVE. ” 



EV«W, ltCF»l)II.G T» I«l HEmwHMlDUll OF HIS COHVIRSftTIOH HUH KeHHEOY 

OHIO HE HESO OOESTIOHEO HHRT THE REFERCUESIOHS HOULO RE IF EXISTEHCE 
OF THE MIRET»F EER RECRXE KMONR. 

‘‘The rttormey eeherrl srid this did hot concerh him rt rlli»» 
E.RHS-HROTE IH HIS 1S63 HEHORRHOOH, «™«T I» VIEH OF THE FOSSIREE 
COHHUHISI IHFEUEHCE IH THE RRCIRE SITURTIOH. HE THOUGHT IT 
RDVISHREE to HRVE RS COHFEETE COVERRGE RS FOSSIREE. 1 TOED HIH> 
UHDeS-THE CIRCUHSTRHCES. THRT he HOUEO CHECH IHTO THE HOTTER TO SEE 

IF COVERRGE HRS FERSIREE. RHO IF SO HOUEO SURHIT RH RFFROFRIRTE 
RECOHHENDRTZOH TO HZM. »» 

In R RECENT ZHTERVZEH, EVRNS EXFLRZHED THRT ME DZD NOT THZNK 
I:£».ME0Y HRS RERCtY SZEHRLZH6 HZS LRCK OF CONCERH OVER REFERCUSSZOHS 
THRT FORLZC DZSCLOSURE OF THE HZRETRF HZ6HT HRVEI 

“I THZNK RT THE TZHE HE HRD HRDE OF HZS HZHOf » » EVRHS SRZD. 

“Let*s frce zt. Hoover hrs coonselzhs hzh one mry, rhd I hrs 

TRYZHG to HRVE SOME RESTRRZHZHS EFFECT HERE. I THZNK THZS HRS JUST 
niS HRY OF 0ZSHZS5ZH6 HY EFFORT TO TRY RHO HCOZFY THE FOSZTZOH.*' 

But hzhe drys urter rfter hzs cohversrtzoh hzth Kennedy - on July 25$ 
1B63 - Evrns fzled rnotmer memo sryzng Kennedy told hzh he 
hrd concluded there should mot be r nzretrf on Kzns. 

Hhrt chrhged Kennedy's hznd? One fosszbzlzty zs thrt Kennedy becrhe 

SHTXSFIED THRT KlNG NRO SEVERED HZS SU5FECT RELRTZONB. 
ft^OTKEIi I^OSSIBXLITV ic »ftTcrn m, ^ no. rIAgTO _____ 



Hhrt changed Kennedy's hind? One possibility is that Kennedy becahe / 

SATISFIED THAT KiNG NAD SEVERED NIS SUSPECT RELATIONS. 

Onotner possibiliW is raised by a July 22i 1963» letter that 
Kennedy hrote Sen. fl. S. (Kike) Konroney (D-Okla.) and other 

SENATORS NNO NAD ASKED THE FBI ABOUT CHARGES HADE AT A SENATE NEARING 
TNAT JNE COHHUHIST PaRTY NAS EXPLOITING THE NATION'S RACIAL 
PROBLEHS. 

The letter* approved by Hoover* read in part: 

* ‘Based on all available information from the FBI and other sources* 

HE NAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT ANY OF THE TOP LEADERS OF THE 

MAJOR CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS ARE COHHUNISTS* OR COHNUNIST-CONTROLLED. 

This is true as to Or. Krrtin Luther King* Jr.* about hhoh particular 

ACCUSATIONS MERE MADE* AS NELL AS OTHER LEADERS.' 

“It is natural and inevitable that Communists have naoe efforts 

TO INFILTRATE THE CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS AND TO EXPLOIT THE CURRENT 

/ . 

RACIAL SITUATION. In VIEN OF THE REAL 

INJUSTICES THAT EXIST AND THE RESENTMENT AGAINST THEN* THESE EFFORTS 
HAVE BEEN REMARKABLY UNSUCCESSFUL. ' ' 

y 

GuTHNAN* RECALLING THE LETTER* SAID IT BECAME “tHE BASIC DOCUMENT'' 
FROM NHICH HE AND CaRTHA OeLoACH* THEN IN CMAR6E OF THE FBI's 
PUBLIC RELATIONS* NORKED FROM NHEN THE OUESTION OF COMMUNIST 
INFILTRATION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT NAS RAISED. 

Kennedy's firm declaration in the letter* nhich he said dren 
ON “all available information from the FBI AND OTHER SOURCES*" SEEMS 



AO fn&^&flfeKf MHICH HE 5BZD DREK 



OH “hlL ftVRlLftBLE 1 MFORHftT J OH FROM THE FBI RND OTHER SOURCES* » » 
COHSISTEHT MITH HIS CHRH6E OF MIHD RBOUT HIRETRFFING JClHG. 

But three momths lrter* on Oct. 10 aho Oct. 21* 1063, Kennedy 
approved taps reroested by the FBI ON King»s Btlanta home and 



SEEMS 



the SCLC office in Nem Vork and Btlanta. 

“In-vieh of the possible Communist influence in the racial 

SITUATION* IT IS REfiUESTED THAT AUTHORITY BE GRANTED TO PLACE A 

technical surveillance on King at his current address or at any 

PUTURi ADDRESS TO NHICN HE MAY MOVE,'» HoOVER's RERUEST FOR ONE OF 



the hiretaps read. 

The documents here staxped “national security information^' and 

MERE HEADED HiTN THE NOTATION: “RE: HBRTIB LUTHER KIHG* JR. SECURITY 
HOTTER - COHHUHIST" 



BelOH that NAS THE NOTATION* ALSO IN CAPITALS:"^ “COMHUNIST 

IHFLUEHCE IN RflCIBL NATTERS." . 

Guthman* recalling a discussion he had hith Robert Kennedy after the 
authorization of the King miretapping became an issue in 
Kennedy's bid for the Democratic Presidentia:. nomination in 1968* 
said Kennedy gave tmo reasons for it. 

Kennedy told Gutmnan that the tapping mould help to settle the 
Rwestion of Communist infiltration hhicm the FBI kept raising. He 

i 

ALSO SAID THAT IF HE HAD NOT APPROVED THE HIRETAPS* “HoOVER NOULO 
- HOVE MORE OPENLY TO KILL THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL*" GuTHMAN SAID. 

^ KatZENBACH* HOHEVERv DIB NOT tu* 
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KeHNEDY told GuTHMOM THftT THE TUPPING MOULD HELP TO SETTLE THE 
OUESTIOH OF COHHOHIST IHFILTRHTIOH HHICH THE FBI KEPT RH151HG. He 
ALSO SAID THAT IF HE HAD HOT APPROVED THE MIRETAPS» **HoOVER MOULD 
HOVE MORE OPEHLT TO KILL THE CIVIL RIGHTS B1LL»»* GUTHHAH SAID. 

HOMEVERf DID WOT R5SOC2RTE THE MIRETRPRIMG WITH 
PROSPECTS FOR COWGRESS* ftCTXHG OH THE ftOMlNISTROTlOW* S C1V2L RIGHTS 
PROGRRX. 

IwSTERDf KrTZEHBRCH LINKS THE RUTK 0 RX 2 RTX 0 W HXTH ft MEHORftKOUW HoOVER 
PREPftRED ON King ^^REFERRXNG to the FftCT OF COHHUWXST XWFXLTRftTXON 
INTO THE MOVEMENT ftNO DISCUSSING OUESTIONS OF MORftL CHftRftCTER# * * 

Hoover grve the memo hide cxRUCtftTXON xn the governmenti hhxch 

KuTZENDACH SftXD MADE KENNEDY **FURXOU5»** ThE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
^ ^DIRECTED HRd HoOVER TO UXTNDRAH ALL COPIES OF THE MEMORANDUM TO ^T^E*^ 
DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND NOT TO CIRCULATE XT FURTHERS * * 

Katzenbach said. 

He said Kehhedvtheh approved the miretappihg authorization **as 

A KIND OF SOP'» TO HoOVER. “VOU KHOM» . ‘PuT IT OH» THEM ME*LL 

REVIEM IT. V0U*LL SEE THERE*S HOTHIHG TO IT*’ AND THAT HILL BE THE 

» 

END OF THE MATTER.” 

Bft HG Sent Dec. 28 
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